


Kerry-Boxer Bill Fails to Address Agriculture
 
On September 30 Sens. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., and John Kerry, D-Mass., 
unveiled draft climate change and energy legislation.  Unfortunately, the 
draft language, the Clean Energy Jobs & American Power Act (CEJAPA) 
fails to address the unique role agriculture can play.

 
“Since this debate began nearly two years ago, National Farmers Union has been clear 
in expressing our support for a national, mandatory carbon emission cap and trade 
system if a number of core principles are met: the U.S. Department of Agriculture is 
granted control and administration of the agriculture offset program; early actors are 
recognized; no artificial cap is placed on domestic offsets; carbon sequestration rates 
are based upon science; and producers are permitted to stack environmental benefit 
credits. The draft Boxer-Kerry language fails to address these provisions,” said NFU 
President Roger Johnson.
 
“NFU was proud to support the American Clean Energy and Security Act in the House of 
Representatives because it addressed our priorities. We remain committed to working 
with members of the Senate to ensure America’s farmers and ranchers can be a part of 
the climate change solution.”

ONLINE Recertification- as easy as 1,2, 3!

1.	Log into your account and click “Recertification Required” to the right of your 
contract.  If your contract status is “CCX Verifying/Trading” your contract is NOT 
currently due for recertification.

2.	Scroll through the form and check that everything is accurate. If you have any 
changes click the appropriate box and type in the change. Please note that 
the change will not appear automatically- the system will send us a notification 
of the change and we will take care of it- or contact you if we have need more 
information.

3.	At the bottom of the form click “I Agree”. The form is sent to us and your contract 
status should change to “CCX Verifying/Trading. THAT”S IT!

***If you need assistance please feel free to call us at 800.366.8331, ext. 106***



What’s in the future for Carbon Credits?
By Liz Mathern, NDFU Carbon Program Specialist.

By now, most of you are aware that the voluntary US Carbon market is in a state of uncertainty.  
Questions regarding the treatment of domestic offsets in draft legislation, severe global economic 
downturns, a tumultuous political climate, and imminent EPA regulation have exerted significant 
influence on the Farmers Union Carbon Credit Program this year. With all this, some of you may 
wonder at times “Is this even going to go anywhere?”. As an agricultural offset project aggregator 
for the largest voluntary US market we have thought about this a lot, and our response is,  “This 
program is a worthwhile endeavor in helping us to reach our goal in providing enhanced income 
opportunities for farmers and ranchers from present and future carbon markets.”

When we got into the carbon credit aggregation business with the CCX in 2006, we really had 
no idea what the value of the carbon credits we ever sold would be. But amazingly, in the first 
three years of the program (May 2006 through June 2009) we sold nearly $10 million worth of 
carbon credits! Yes, the price is down now and likely the credits won’t bring a whole lot this year, 
but remember the price was good last year due likely to market speculation and may be good 
next year and for years to come. We need to be around to see how this plays out as we move 
from a voluntary market into the world of mandatory carbon constraints.

As a going concern in the voluntary market, we are poised better than anyone to transition 
smoothly into the pre-compliance and compliance market when they come along. There will likely 
be some legislation regulating GHG emissions in the US, and soon. With a large, successful ag-
gregation of farm and ranch projects, NFU has “real life” experience with agricultural carbon off-
sets. Farmers and ranchers have a unique roll to play in reducing US carbon emissions and stand 
to benefit substantially from a well-crafted cap-and-trade program.

The CCX is the only market for our projects, and even amongst our cohorts at the CCX we 
are a very unique aggregator. No other organization has brought together so many producers 
with so many diverse conservation projects. Other aggregators have put artificial restrictions 
on “quality” or minimum size requirements on farm and ranch projects they will accept, but not 
us. Some aggregators quit taking new enrollments when the market starting looking shaky, 
but we added nearly a million new acres in 2009, and more are added every day. We need to 
prove that the system of bringing together lots of diverse projects, verifying them, registering 
them, selling them, recertifying them, and sending money out every year, can and does work. 
So, while we don’t know what the future holds exactly, we do know that we are heading in the 
right direction. If there is going to be a compliance market in the US (and we think there will 
be) then innovative farmers and ranchers have an active role to play for many years into the 
future.



Pool Status

The verifiers report that they are just about done with their 2009 cropland field visits. 
Rangeland field visits are done and verifiers are just awaiting ’09 grazing records (which 
can’t be submitted until after October). Preliminary reports show exceptionally high 
compliance rates…final reports should be in to NDFU in November.

All 2009 pools are now closed and 2010 pools are open. New contracts are for 2010-2014, with 
varying bonus years depending on offset type.

For more information about contract pool status and payment schedules, please visit 
carboncredit.ndfu.org and click “When Will I Receive Payment?”.

2009 checks (for ’08 credits plus applicable bonuses) HAVE NOT been mailed yet. 
PLEASE be sure your contract status is “CCX Verifying/Trading” to ensure proper contract 
disbursement when this year’s marketing is complete.




